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WILMINGTON INTRODUCES NEWEST FESTIVAL: Fringe Wilmington, October 1-4, 2009
Four-Day Celebration explores the cutting-edge of Performing, Visual, and Cinematic Arts;
Artist Applications Now Available at Festival Website: 
www.FringeWilmingtonDE.com
Wilmington Mayor James M. Baker and the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs are pleased to introduce the newest addition to the City’s annual Festival schedule—Fringe Wilmington. This four-day celebration of innovative and experimental art will be held October 1-4, 2009 at venues throughout Downtown Wilmington and the Riverfront.
“As Wilmington continues to evolve into a world-class city, it is important that we offer our residents and visitors a wide-range of cultural experiences,” said Mayor Baker. “Since the first Fringe Festival was held in Edinburgh, Scotland in 1947, Fringe Festivals have become known throughout the world for introducing audiences to innovative, thought-provoking art. The time is right to bring the excitement of the international Fringe movement to Wilmington.”

As part of the preparations for Fringe Wilmington, the Mayor’s Office of Cultural Affairs has issued a call to artists who wish to participate in this inaugural, history-making event. Fringe Wilmington organizers are looking for local and national, emerging and established artists in four categories: Performance Fringe, Visual Fringe, Cinema Fringe, and the Fringe Wilmington 24-hour Filmmaking Competition. Applications are available online at www.FringeWilmingtonDE.com; the application fee is $50.00 per submission for all categories except the Filmmaking Competition, which costs $50.00 for members of the Delaware Independent Filmmakers and $75.00 for non-members.
“We are trying to make Fringe Wilmington as inclusive as possible,” said Betz. “Our only requirement is that all work submitted reside within the “Fringe” spirit. For this Festival we are not looking for traditional theatrical performances or works of art; rather, we are looking for innovative and experimental work that truly pushes the boundaries of what people consider art to be.”

Application fees cover the cost of marketing the festival. Ticket prices for Performance Fringe shows and Cinema Fringe screenings will be capped at $10 per ticket. Performance Fringe and 
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Cinema Fringe directors who participate in the festival will receive half of all revenue for their respective shows; Visual Fringe artists agree to share with the Festival 20% of the proceeds from any sale of their work sold during Festival exhibition. All Visual Fringe exhibitions are free and open during festival hours. Fringe Wilmington organizers will match each accepted proposal with an appropriate venue. Presenting artists are expected to be as self-supporting as possible, as each venue will only offer very limited technical support. Depending upon the proposed works of art, venues will range from traditional theaters to more unusual spaces, such as parking garages and cafes. 
The Fringe Wilmington 24-Hour Filmmaking Competition in being held in partnership with Delaware Independent Filmmakers (DIF) and follows a separate application process (available online at www.FringeWilmingtonDE.com). Competitors will have 24 hours between Friday, September 25 and Saturday, September 26 to script, shoot, and edit a five-minute film (maximum), with all entries shown publicly during Fringe Wilmington, October 1-4, 2009. The Filmmaking Competition is limited to the first 40 applicants. Prizes for the best film in each of four genres (Comedy, Horror, Drama, and Action/Suspense) as well as overall best film will be selected by an independent committee. Awards will be announced during the final evening of Fringe Wilmington on October 4. The top 10 films will each receive an encore screening as well as a prize package. The top film in each genre will receive $350. The overall best film will receive an additional $650.
Applications to Fringe Wilmington are due by June 1, 2009. Applicants will be notified of their selection to the Festival on or around July 1. The final schedule for the festival (including venue assignment) will be announced on July 15.

For more information on the first-ever Fringe Wilmington, visit www.FringeWilmingtonDE.com call 302-576-2100, or e-mail info@FringeWilmingtonDE.com. 
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